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Noba (Chamberlain

Fighting for the chance just to make the trip to the NBC World
Series, Beatrice turned to a young 18 year old pitcher fresh from
American Legion Ball. In a must win game, Joba Chamberlain
threw a complete game 3-hitter to stave off elimination for anoth-
er night. That climination did come as Beatrice fell to the Clarin-
da A’s but Joba Chamberlain had made his mark in big games and
would return to center stage but first, — his 2005 college season.

Pitching for Nebraska in 2005, Joba Chamberlain took his
game to the next level winning 10 of his 18 starts and losing
just twice. With a mid-90’s fastball and two breaking balls, Joba
helped the Huskers to an outstanding 57-15 record and helped
lead the Huskers to the 2005 College World Series. Joba also
pitched in Nebraska’s first College World Series vicrory.

Returning to Beatrice for the 2005 summer, Joba started just 6
games but recorded a 5-0 record along with an outstanding 1.59
ERA. Though triceps tendintis limited his 20006 scason, he still
pitched in 14 games for the Huskers, posting a 6-5 record with
102 strikeouts in just 89.1 innings pitched.

In June of 2006, Joba Chamberlain was named the 4 Ist selec-
tion in the Major League Free Agent Draft, selected by the most
storied of baseball franchises... the New York Yankees. Joba didn't
pitch in the organized minors during the 2006 season but domi-
nated the winter league in Hawaii, posting a 2.63 ERA for the
West Oahu Canefires. Before the 2007 season, Baseball America
ranked Chamberlain as the 4th-best prospect in the pitching-rich
Yankee organization, and the 75th-best prospect in Major League
Bascball, and ranked his fastball as the best in the Yankee farm
system.

The 2007 season would find Joba pitching at four different
levels of professional baseball. He spent the first part of his 2007
season on the A-Advanced Tampa Yankees in the Florida State
League. He went 4-0 with a 2.03 ERA in 7 games, and had 51
strikeouts and 11 walks. He was then promoted to the AA Tren-
ton Thunder in the Eastern League, where he was 4-2 in 7 games
with a 3.43 ERA and 64 strikeouts. He was named to the U.S.
Team in the 2007 All-Star Futures Game July 8 at AT&T Park.
Chamberlain pitched the third inning, striking out one, walking
one, and allowing a hit and an carned run.

On July 24, 2007, Chamberlain was promoted to AAA Scran-
ton-Wilkes Barre, and made his first start the next day, striking
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out 10 in 5 in-
nings and carn-
ing his first AAA
victory. While
the Yankees

still saw him as
a starter in the
future, the team
announced on
July 29, 2007,
that Chamber-
lain would be
moved to the
Scranton-Wilkes
Barre bullpen,
and he made his
first appearance
the next day,
striking out the
side in 1 inning
pitched and
hitting 100 on

the radar gun

New York Yankees star Joba Chamberlain
pitched for Beatrice, NE, in the 2004 and
2005 NBC World Series.

three times. On
August 1st, Joba
went back to
Trenton to make
a relief appearance, striking out 2 batters in a 1-2-3 8th inning.
He then came back to Scranton, pitching 2 innings and striking
out 5 batters.

Then the Yankees came calling.

On August 7, 2007, the Yankees purchased Chamberlain’s
contract, clevating him to the major leagues for the first time in
his carcer. In his debut, a Yankees victory over the Toronto Blue
Jays, Chamberlain struck out the first batter he faced and went on
to pitch two scoreless innings, striking out two. The television anc
stadium radar guns clocked his fastest pitches at 100 and 99 miles
per hour, respectively, with his slider consistently registering at 87.

Chamberlain’s usage in games was initially restricted by what
were referred to as “Joba Rules,” which prevented him from pitch-
ing on consecutive days and gave him an additional day of rest for
cach inning pitched in an outing. On August 30, 2007, Chamber-
lain threw two pitches over the head of Boston's Kevin Youkilis.
Chamberlain was subscquently ejected for the first time in his
baseball carcer. The next day, he was suspended for two games anc
fined $1,000 for the incident.

When Chamberlain takes the mound, he begins with a privarte
prayer ritual which he began doing in Litde League. The Yankee
Stadium scoreboard staft plays Motley Criie’s “Shout at the Devil”
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